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 Planning Action 6 – Coordinate activities and funding among the 

signatory agencies with Mexican agencies. 

 Planning Action 7 - Promote the Strategy through law enforcement 

and education. 

 Planning Action 8 – Encourage and support research that will 

promote the conservation of flat-tailed horned lizards or desert 

ecosystems and will provide information needed to define and 

implement necessary management actions effectively. 

 Planning Action 9 – Continue inventory and monitoring. 

Every year the ICC reports on the progress of the nine planning 

actions. These reports, which are current to December 31, 2008, can 

be found on the Arizona USFWS website (http://www.fws.gov/ 

southwest/es/arizona/Flat.htm). 

The northern range of flat-tailed horned lizard, where habitat has been 

reduced to 3 to 4% of its original extent within the Coachella Valley, 

falls within the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation 

Plan (CV MSHCP). The flat-tailed horned lizard is a covered species in 

the CV MSHCP, which would protect and manage approximately 44.5% 

of the remaining habitat. As of 2009, 94% of the projected protection of 

4,219 acres habitat in the Thousand Palms conservation area and 34% 

of the projected protection of 5,134 acres in the Dos Palmas 

conservation area had been conserved (76 FR 14218). 

Implementation of the Lower Colorado River Multi-Species Conservation 

Plan would have minor effect on the flat-tailed horned lizard because 

most the activities covered by the Plan are outside the range of the 

species and because the habitat is under the control of the Bureau of 

Reclamation, which is signatory to the Conservation Agreement 

discussed above (76 FR 14219). Impacts to approximately 128 acres of 

flat-tailed horned lizard habitat will be mitigated by acquisition of 230 

acres in the Dos Palmas conservation area (76 FR 14219). 

Data Characterization 

Additional surveys are needed outside the RMS MAs to firmly 

delineate the boundaries on the exterior portions of flat-tailed horned 

lizard range in the United States (Foreman 1997). 

http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/arizona/Flat.htm
http://www.fws.gov/southwest/es/arizona/Flat.htm
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Management and Monitoring Considerations 

As mentioned above the Flat-tailed Horned Lizard RMS was developed 

in 2003 by local state and federal agencies to help manage for this 

species within its existing geographic range. The primary threat to this 

species is permanent habitat loss through urban and agricultural 

expansion (Young 2010). The threat of predation by both native and 

non-native predators is increased within several hundred meters along 

the edge between native intact habitat and agricultural development.  

Currently management agencies are focused on monitoring 

population size as a means of detecting long term trends for flat-tailed 

horned lizards. It is the recommendation of Young (2010) that these 

monitoring efforts be altered to focus on covering larger areas 

utilizing scat surveys in place of current methods such as mark 

release recapture. Presence/absence surveys are much less expensive 

than obtaining population estimates, and will allow monitoring funds 

to be used in a manner that will reliably map and update the 

distribution of the species.  

Species Modeled Habitat Distribution 

This section provides the results of habitat modeling for flat-tailed 

horned lizard, using available spatial information and occurrence 

information, as appropriate. For this reason, the term “modeled 

suitable habitat” is used in this section to distinguish modeled habitat 

from the habitat information provided in Habitat Requirements, 

which may include additional habitat and/or microhabitat factors that 

are important for species occupation, but for which information is not 

available for habitat modeling. 

There are 624,072 acres of modeled suitable habitat for flat-tailed 

horned lizard in the Plan Area. Appendix C includes a figure showing 

the modeled suitable habitat in the Plan Area.  
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